CHAPTER VIII

LECTURING AND CRUISING

WE had now been coming for some two years to the
coast, and the problem was assummg larger proportions
than I felt the Society at home ought to be called on
to finance. It seemed advisable, therefore, to try and
raise money in southern Newfoundland and Canada.
So under the wing of the most famous seal and fish
killer, Captain Samuel Blandford, I next visited and lec-
tured in St. John's, Harbour Grace, and Carbonear.

The towns in Newfoundland are not large. Its sec-
tarian schools and the strong denominational feeling
between the churches so greatly divide the people that
united efforts for the Kingdom of God were extremely
rare before the war. Even now there is no Y.M.C.A.
or Y.W.C.A. in the Colony. The Boys' Brigade, which
we initiated our first year, divided as it grew in impor-
tance, into the Church Lads Brigade, the Catholic
Cadet Corps, and.the Methodist Guards.

Dr. Bobardt, my young Australian colleague, and I
now decided to cross over to Halifax. We had only
a certain amount of money for the venture; it was our
first visit to Canada, and we knew no one. We carried
credentials, however, from the Marquis of Ripon and
other reputable persons. If we had had experience as
commercial travellers, this would have been child's play.
But our education had been in an English school and uni-
versity; and when finally we sat at breakfast at the
Halifax hotel we felt like fish out of water. Such suc-
cess as we obtained subsequently I attribute entirely
to what then seemed to me my colleague's colonialancient
